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push to make it easier for Syrian refugees to
obtain legal permanent residence has been
rejected by the Liberal government, despite

recommendations from the Immigration
Department that the policy be made more
generous. Under the current rules, Syrian

refugees are not eligible to make a refugee claim.
But the government quietly agreed in December
2013 to place a Syrian refugee on a program to
fast-track permanent resident status. The victim
of a deadly shooting in a Quebec City mosque in
January claimed asylum in Canada as a Syrian

refugee. Story continues below advertisement The
Immigration Department recommended the

residency application be accepted to the
government's Immigration Committee, an
advisory body that advises the Minister of

Immigration on decisions on refugee claims. The
advisory committee rejected the application. Its
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decision was forwarded to the Immigration
Minister, who then rejected it. Now, a frustrated
refugee advocate is warning Mr. Johnson that

people who have been in Canada for a decade will
miss out on permanent residency for fear of being
targeted by authorities. Shameem Kimra, a former

RCMP officer who has been guiding asylum
seekers through the process since 2009, said the
government has made it clear to him that it wants
Syrian refugees to apply for permanent residency

under the sponsorship of a Canadian citizen or
permanent resident. He feels Mr. Johnson's move

is a back-door decision made after the
government was hit by widespread criticism after
the Quebec shooting. A spokesman for Citizenship
and Immigration Minister Chris Alexander said the
government will decide on the next step after the

Immigration Committee makes its
recommendations to the Immigration Minister. "I

will be mindful of the concerns raised by the
immigration committee when making my

decisions, but must also ensure that Canada
continues to be a welcoming and generous

country," said Maryse Renaud in an e-mail. Story
continues below advertisement Mr. Kimra took a
high-profile refugee who had been in Canada for
three years. A controversial partnership between
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Citizenship and Immigration Canada and the
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