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Hepatitis C virus (HCV) is a positive sense strand RNA virus of the family Hepaciviridae. Its
genome consists of 9600 nucleotides with Open reading frames of 9183 nucleotides and
encoding for the 3 major structural and 5 major non-structural proteins. Pharmaceutical

Approaches to HCV Cures Human immunodeficiency virus (HIV)-1 produces a lentivirus,
known as Human foamy virus (HFV), which was first discovered in the sera of seropositive

people. Carrier of Human foamy virus is usually asymptomatic. Although it appears to be a

harmless virus, there is growing evidence that it may be responsible for many neurological
and systemic diseases. antiviral drugs that are approved for the treatment of HIV-1 infection

are also active against HFV (see e.g. HIV-1, D’Arcy et al., Nat. Rev. Clin. Puer. (2012)

8:613). In rare cases, HFV might be directly linked to highly aggressive diseases such as the

neoplastic skin disease Kaposi’s sarcoma (KS) which is associated with the acquired immune
deficiency syndrome (AIDS). In addition to using antiviral drugs, transgenic animal models of

human foamy virus infection have been developed (see e.g. Human foamy virus (HFV)
infection in mice, Takamatsu et al., Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. USA, (2007) 104:14508). While
these model animals have similar clinical disease to KS patients and they can spontaneously
develop KS-like diseases, the pathogenesis of HFV infection in transgenic mice has not yet
been compared with human disease, making it difficult to
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