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they can learn, but first they have to actually look. DogsSpotter, a website from the University of California, Irvine, has been observing how dogs react to
novelty objects. They noted that when puppies are exposed to Star Wars toys, their owners will make a kind of "Star Wars-ism" sound and point at them,

making them think there's something important happening. "They are so intrigued and curious about it," said Mark Nordenberg, the founder of
DogsSpotter. In a followup study done at the French National Institute for Agricultural Research (INRA) in Rennes, researchers tested 101 dogs of

different breeds and different ages. All of the dogs smelled an artificial scent of fruits (Starburst) and then sniffed two squares — one with a smell of fruit
and one without the smell — in a way that suggests the dog is trying to learn about the two types of smell. In other words, they're using their noses to make
judgments. The findings will be presented on Wednesday at the annual meeting of the American Society of Animal Behavior in Orange County, California.

One of the dogs was a Maltese puppy named Fido.
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