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LUMPUR, March 19 (Thomson
Reuters Foundation) - Malaysia’s
efforts to make major progress on
tackling trafficking of women and
girls are failing, government data
shows, highlighting a lack of
coordinated law enforcement
response to what the United




Nations has called a growing global
problem. The data shows fewer
than a third of reported cases are
followed up, 1n a country with the
world’s largest Muslim population.
In 2019, Malaysia saw a 54 percent
jump 1n the number of reported
cases of sex tratficking in the
country, with the vast majority
relating to men exploiting their
own wives, domestic workers or
other women 1n the family. But
police made just 14 convictions,
and more than a third of victims -
with 1,590 women 1dentified




across tour states - are still being
exploited, according to the
government’s annual anti-
tratficking report. “In the past, law
enforcement and other agencies
could always say that they have the
knowledge, they have the laws,
they have the capacity, they have
the resources, they have the
partners,” said Anjali Raghavan,
senior Asia researcher at the rights
group Amnesty International. “But
that 1s not enough because people
are still being trafficked, they are
still being abused.” Officials blame




the tailure on a lack of
coordination and too much focus
on anti-human tratficking
legislation and mandatory
sentences that focus on traffickers
rather than their victims, she said.
Last year, Malaysia was ranked as a
Tier 2 country 1n the anti-
tratficking report, alongside
countries such as China, India, the
Philippines and Thailand.
Tratfickers in Malaysia are mainly
from Bangladesh, Indonesia, Nepal
and India, while most of the
women and girls are from




Malaysia, Cambodia and the
Philippines, the report said. “PUSH-
PULL” OF FORCED
TRAFFICKING The Asian
Development Bank has estimated
tratficking of women for sex
amounts to 20 percent of the
world’s total estimated $150 billion
in annual profits generated by
tratfickers. The Bank has said
Asian countries are the source of
70 percent of women and girls

trafficked for sex worldwide, but
also noted 2d92ce491b
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