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i 1] e SC CXplaming this conventional juxt
Pleyte of Leyden provides an ingenious solution of th
in the main with Lepsius.

The learned doctor points out that the Egyptians, pres

eleventh dynasty about three thousand years before our era, were aceus

tomed to write in vertical columns, and that if the

Latin alphabets—all derived from the Eg

found that upon dividing the letters into vertical

labials, sibilants, gutturals, and dentals,
and reading them in horizontal lines, very the convention quet
results :—
Vowels Labials. Sibilant Guttur
a b ( ]
C f h
1)
m 1
O P I
s t
u v
W N
YV Z

If we bear in mind the additions and omissions required to adapt tl
original Egyptian alphabet to suit the requirements of the languact
£=1 (=P, I 1

which have successively adopted it, Dr. Pleyte’s explanation would seem

reasonable,
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